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November 7, 2011

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Transform the Website of the Show Place Arena and Prince George's Equestrian Center
(PGEC) to be "Everything Equestrian," as part of a coordinated media strategy between
PGEC and the Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)
media relations to maximize coverage of “Equine Activities” at “Equine Facilities”
throughout Prince George's County. See, new definitions to amend and expand the
Zoning Ordinance and Table of Uses to acknowledge “Equine Activities” and “Equine
Facilities” as a part of agriculture and agritourism.
2. Encourage the Department of Parks and Recreation of M-NCPPC to complete the
Master Plan and reinforce PGEC’s reputation as a first class venue. The Master Plan
should address the feasibility and location of a proposed hotel or bed and breakfast along
with the expansion of the center and highest and best use of the surrounding land for
equestrian activities.
3. The use and operation of Rosecroft Raceway, together with the adjacent historic
property Kildare and Henson Creek Trail, should reflect a commitment by the County to
preserve open space in the Developing Tier. The horse industry should have a seat at the
table regarding plans to rezone or redevelop the area. Any attempt to change the existing
use should be compatible with a commitment to preserve open space in the Developing
Tier and the continued operation of “Equine Facilities” for “Equine Activities.”
4. A bid to the Maryland Horse Industry Board to locate the Maryland Horse Park in
Prince George's County by combining the existing facilities at PGEC with the extensive
land and facilities at Rosaryville State Park; and establishment of a development team to
formulate such a bid to include representatives from M-NCPPC including the Department
of Parks and Recreation, the Maryland State Department of Natural Resources and
General Services, Real Estate Division, the Prince George's County Revenue Authority,
and the local horse industry.
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Members

October 28, 2011
Prince George’s County Council
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772

K. Teya Moore
Chair
Dorothy Troutman
Vice Chair
Sandra Crow

Re: Prince George’s County
Sports Commission

Karol Dyson
Larry Hentz
Stephen Kensinger
Harry Ketts

Dear Council Members:

Erica Lancaster

Please allow us to once again commend the Prince George’s County Council for the opportunity to reaffirm the equine industry as vital to the history, culture and economic prosperity of
the county, its residents and surrounding communities.

Tom Mateya
Gary Michael
Pegeen Morgan
Craig Muckle

Pursuant to resolution CR-106-2010, the Prince George’s County Council directed the
Equine Industry Task Force to expand on recommendations issued under our 2010 report to the
Council regarding: (1) Unwanted Horses and the Ethical Treatment of Equines, and (2) the establishment of a Prince George’s County Sports Commission (the “Sports Commission”).
A more comprehensive report on Unwanted Horses and the Ethical Treatment of Equines,
together with an executive summary follows.
With respect to the Sports Commission, the Equine Industry Task Force reaffirms its 2010
recommendation to the Prince George’s County Council that “A meaningful economic development opportunity exists for Prince George’s County to enhance the area's image worldwide, provide outstanding entertainment and participatory opportunities, and to contribute to the quality of
life of its residents through the attraction, promotion, retention and development of local, regional,
national and international sporting events.”
Support for a county Sports Commission was also expressed in meetings with State and
local representatives and appears timely given current news accounts of the historically underutilized economic development potential of a unique array of first class sporting venues in the county
such as Rosecroft Raceway.
We realize that in addition to the equine industry, the importance of working with industry
stakeholders, and other major sporting venues including FedEx Field, the Comcast Center, and the
Prince George’s County Sports and Learning Complex would enhance productivity in the sports
arena.
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Valerie Ormond
Robert Slade
Elizabeth Yewell

Staff
Jackie Brown
Barbara Stone
Kathy Canning
Shelby McRae
Nell Johnson
Maria Martin

One of our recommendations is the formation of a newly constituted task force that represents each
affected industry and the requisite regional ties with a singular mission to propose and, with approval by the
Prince George’s County Council and administration, implement a governance and funding strategy to establish a viable Sports Commission that includes a wide range of sporting venues.
Each member of the Prince George’s County Equine Industry Task Force remains committed to the
idea that the “Prince George’s County Sports Commission” would brand and strengthen the competitive viability of the county and capitalize on the Prince George’s Equestrian Center and other existing assets.
We encourage the Prince George’s County Council to proceed expeditiously with this effort as a
means to stimulate economic development and elevate the image of the county through the promotion and
attraction of major sporting events and related programs at existing venues in Prince George’s County.
We envision a cooperative and collaborative effort by and among sporting venues, the county, the
hospitality industry and the surrounding business and local communities to compete on a national/
international stage. We believe that a Sports Commission properly governed by a representative body of
stakeholders, as noted above, would encourage the continued use of the Prince George’s County Equestrian
Center as a multi-purpose facility primarily used for equine activities.
Before concluding please allow us to once again thank the Council and in particular the sponsors of
CR-106-2010 for their support, guidance and commitment to the equine industry. It was and remains our
honor to serve the equine industry and the residents, Council and administration of the County as chair and
co-chair of the Prince George’s County Equine Industry Task Force.

C:
Council Members
Members - Prince George’s County Equine Industry Task Force
Betty Hewlett, Chairman, M-NCPPC
S:\COUNCIL\CCLF\PZED\EQUINEINDUSTRYTASKFORCE\PARTII\REPORT\SPORTSCOMMISSIONLETTER.PUB
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As requested by the Prince George's County Council via County Resolution CR-106-2010, the Prince George's Equine
Industry Task Force submits this report regarding Unwanted Horses and the Ethical Treatment of Equines.

Prince George’s County Equine Industry Task Force Subcommittee Report: Unwanted
Horses and Ethical Treatment of Equines
Executive Summary
The largest horse seizure in Maryland’s history occurred this
year with 134 horses impounded and six euthanized in Queen
Anne’s County. The Humane Society of the United States
(HSUS) and Maryland equine rescues handled most of the removal and the burden of caring for the horses. The costs associated already exceed several hundred thousand dollars. Most
horse owners, including citizens of our county, reported they
have been faced with the decision of selling, donating, or euthanizing a horse at some point.
Unwanted horses occur because the animal is old, injured, sick,
does not meet expectations, is unmanageable, and/or becomes
too expensive. Horses and ponies can live beyond 30 years, and
owners’ circumstances usually change over 30 years -- births,
deaths, job loss, aging, injuries.

Prince George’s County has three types of organizations that deal with unwanted horses; rescues,
sanctuaries, and rehabilitation centers. There are eight privately-owned organizations, including all three types, operating in Prince George’s County with no state or county funding.
Costs range from $190 a month to $1000 a month for a healthy
versus an intensive care, rescue horse. Local interviews show
that organizations’ owners bear much of the expense.
Prince George’s County Animal Control does not have a facility to move neglected/abused horses to or to hold them, but
relies on a farm in Upper Marlboro for short term issues and
Days End Farm Horse Rescue (a rescue not in our county) for
all other issues.

Recommendations
Educate our owners and our public on responsible care. Increase support for rescue and retirement
facilities to care for unwanted horses in Prince George’s County, and establish a county holding, rescue, and rehabilitation facility.
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Subcommittee Report: Unwanted Horses and the Ethical Treatment of Equines
The 2009 Unwanted Horse Survey demonstrated the problem of unwanted horses is not only
perceived to be increasing significantly, but also its detrimental effects were being noticed and felt
across the country. Unwanted horses and the ethical treatment of equines introduce issues affecting
the horse industry in Prince George’s County. Many people are unaware that most horse owners
have been faced with the decision of selling, donating or euthanizing a horse. Only 12% of horse
owners in the 2009 survey indicated they had not yet experienced having to make one of these
choices. Horse owners also conveyed their belief that the general public and media do not fully understand the challenges in feeding, caring for, training and maintaining horses. According to the
survey respondents, “There’s a public disconnect from the reality of owning livestock and the truth
of having the responsibility to deal with livestock that are no longer useful or healthy.”
And this close to home, how did it happen?
The largest horse seizure in Maryland’s history occurred this year: 134 horses impounded; six requiring
euthanasia. Was the farm hidden, or in such a remote
location that no one would see what was happening?
No, not really. The farm from which the horses were
seized existed in plain sight of local citizens for years
and had been under investigation by local authorities in
Queen Anne’s County for some time before they made
the final call requesting the farm owner relinquish the
horses.iii The Canterbury Farm incident, still in litigaFigure 1—Impounded Arabians at Days End Farm
tion at the time of this report, presents a case for edu- Horse Rescue (DEFHR) (Photo courtesy of DEFHR)
cating Prince George’s County citizens on equine welfare issues.
According to Queen Anne’s County’s Director of Animal Services:
Queen Anne’s County was very fortunate to receive financial assistance from The
Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) and Days End Farm Horse Rescue. As
well, The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), Days End Farm Horse Rescue
and other local horse rescues took over daily care, veterinarian care and overall rehabilitation of the horses involved. All of this was quite extensive. Most of Queen Anne’s
County’s costs have been in salary costs, approximately ten thousand dollars overall. I
do not have figures for the care of the horses ‘to date’ from The Humane Society of the
United States (HSUS) or Days End Farm Horse Rescue, but based on the number of
horses and their poor conditions it was approximated these costs to exceed several hundred thousand dollars within the first thirty to forty-five days.iv
At the time of this report, the horses have been with horse rescues for over five months.
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This extreme case, while not occurring in Prince George’s County, impacted the horse industry across the state. Days End Farm Horse Rescue, Howard County, Md., the largest horse rescue in the state, accepted the horses and the financial burden associated with those costs, along with
several other horse rescues in the state. Additionally, adding this large number of horses to an inventory of available horses affects the cost of other horses in Maryland, according to a spokesperson from HSUS.v
When discussing equine welfare issues, it is useful to understand the terminology most often used in the horse industry. According to the Unwanted Horse Coalition, the
following is the agreed upon definition of Unwanted
Horses: “Horses which are no longer wanted by their current owner because they are old, injured, sick, unmanageable, fail to meet their owner’s expectations (e.g., performance, color or breeding), or their owner can no longer afford them.”vi Horses often become unwanted when their
children outgrow them or no longer are interested in them.
People don’t always consider this fact when they purchase
Figure 2– Horse owners often don’t realize the com- a horse or pony for their child – that the animal that may
mitment required for long-term horse ownership.
live beyond 30 years. Additionally, if the child becomes
(Photo courtesy of Prince George’s County Equine disinterested, it becomes even more difficult for the parIndustry Task Force)
ents to sell a horse or pony, because equine that have not
been ridden lately are far less marketable. And unfortunately, people often find this out too late.

There are many, many scenarios for how horses become unwanted, including loss of jobs or
income, horse/human personality conflicts, or over breeding, which many believe to be the case
with the Canterbury Farms situation. The problem is, once the horses fall into the unwanted category, what to do with them? The 2009 Unwanted Horse Survey stated rescue facilities reported
they were turning horses away —39% were at full capacity and another 30% were near capacity.
Respondents indicated the number of horses euthanized is increasing. The number of abused and
neglected horses is increasing, as confirmed by hundreds of eye-witness reports of horses turned
loose, abandoned and left to starve.vii
Here locally, two other incidents were in the media recently concerning unwanted horses
and ethical treatment of equines – one in Garrett County and one in Montgomery County. One was
a sentencing for animal cruelty involving 24 horses, the other neglect of six, including two requiring euthanasia.viii This is a problem close
to home, and one we would like to avoid
in Prince George’s County.
Organizations that hold unwanted Figure 3-Most private rescues rely on donations to exist. (Home
horses fall into three general categories. Again Horse Rescue web site banner.)
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Prince George’s County is home to each of the three different forms of rescues: Rescues, Sanctuaries, and Rehabilitation Centers. Rescues stabilize and lightly train
equine in hopes of placing them in a permanent home. Home Again Horse Rescue, in
Upper Marlboro, Md., serves as a traditional horse rescue organization (http://
www.homeagainrescue.org/). Sanctuaries accept equine for life due to high cost or
health issues that prevent re-homing them. Hidden Haven Farm, in Bowie, Md., provides sanctuary to unwanted horses (www.bigpurplebarnbowie.org/), and also serves
as a traditional rescue. And Rehabilitation Centers retrain equine for new careers.
Thoroughbred Placement and Rescue, Inc., in Upper Marlboro, Md., is an example of
a Rehabilitation and Retraining Center (http://www.goodhorse.org/).
During late 2010 and early 2011, the Equine Industry Task Force confirmed contact information for eight “rescue” farms, collected from the Maryland Horse Industry
Board listings and from Task Force members’ research. In 2011, one rescue went out of
business due to a lack of funding, and one rescue moved to Prince George’s County from
Anne Arundel County. Currently operating out of Loftmar Stables, in Bowie, Md., Desire Ministries uses rescued horses for therapy
work (http://desireministries.org/). To the best of
our knowledge, eight known farms currently handle “unwanted horses” in Prince George’s County.
The American Horse Defense Fund, the nation’s
largest non-profit horse welfare organization, lists
432 rescue facilities in its entire national database.ix Eight rescues in one county would appear a
significant statistic.
Figure 4—Thoroughbred Placement and ResMuch of the data we collected reinforced
cue, Inc., (TPR, Inc.) in Upper Marlboro,
the fact that it is very difficult to gather good, acMd. focuses on rehabilitating and placing
curate data on both unwanted horses and ethical
Thoroughbred horses. (TPR, Inc. web site
treatment of equines. During the Unwanted
photo)

Horse Summit, 2009, in Colorado, the collected
group concluded: “Existing and available data for both population sizes and unwanted
horse numbers are scattered and most are unreliable.”

The group concluded that more data was needed in order to precisely identify the magnitude of the problem. However, the problem was already believed to be a significant
enough one for the industry, that future research should not get bogged down trying to
precisely measure the size of the problem that the equine community knew existed.x In
other words, the membership at the Horse Summit did not recommend spending more
years collecting data to determine that a well-known problem already exists. The Prince
George’s County Equine Industry Task Force agrees that a problem exists, and recommends looking towards solutions rather than continuing to study the problem.
Rescue, adoption, and retraining facilities are highly dependent on public and private donations, and figures regarding the cost to maintain the horses vary widely. According to Days End Farm Horse Rescue, an average rescue case costs an average of
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$416 per month. However, many of the rescue cases require intensive care costs reaching almost $1000 per month. The Unwanted Horse Coalition uses an average annual budget need of
$2,300 for one horse. However, that figure is based on a national average of horse costs, and
does not take into account the high boarding fees seen in the
Washington, D.C. area, at an average of $500 per month just to
feed and house a horse or pony.
The Unwanted Horse Coalition Survey respondents indicated
that one-fourth of the financing needed to keep facilities in operation came from the owner’s personal income. Other sources
of funding reported included:
Figure 5— “Sunny Day”, unwanted, and rescued from an auction where he was about to be sold
to meat buyers (Photo courtesy of
Freedom Hill Horse rescue, Calvert

Public/Private Donations/Sponsors 58%
Grants/Board Financing 5%
*Income/Fees from Facility 12% (Note: these vary but may include selling horses, boarding fees, riding fees, lessons, events
and member dues.xiii

Locally, in Prince George’s County, our interviews indicate that the rescue farm owners pay a
large part of the rescue-related costs themselves.
As far as responding to incidents, Prince George’s County’s Animal Control does not
have a permanent facility to remove neglected/abused horses to. Instead, they rely on a farm in
Upper Marlboro for short term removal, and then send nearly all of the horses to Days End
Farm Horse Rescue (Maryland’s largest rescue). Animal Control owns one, 2-horse stock
trailer used for all types of livestock. The Director of Prince George’s County Animal Control
noted a noticeable reduction in our Open Space and Farms which corresponds to a reduction in
horse/livestock calls. However, he stated that when cases occur now, they are extreme and are
worse than before the land losses. The Director's number one request to the Equine Industry
Task Force: EDUCATE Prince George’s County citizens "about the Laws & Regulations regarding the standards for horse care.”xiv
The Equine Industry Task Force believes that space
should be made available at the county animal control facility,
which has adjacent acreage available, or possibly under contract at another location in the county, to assist in extreme
cases. A county holding facility would have at a minimum
equine fencing, run-in sheds, and the ability to provide food
and water, meeting standards for care in the state. Additionally, the Task Force feels the county should consider establishing a horse rescue and rehabilitation facility demonstrating the
county’s commitment to the county’s rich equine history, enhancing the branding and position of the county’s historical and
cultural heritage as horse country. Prince George’s County
should be seen as the county that takes care if its own. As In-
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Figure 6— Sunny Day nursed back
to health and adopted out to a
“wanted” home. (Photo courtesy of
Freedom Hill Horse Rescue)

dian philosopher Mahatma Ghandi stated, “The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can
be judged by the way its animals are treated.”xv
We concur with two of the major recommendations from the Unwanted Horse Coalition
2009 Survey and the Unwanted Horse Summit. Both of these recommendations consider unwanted horses and the ethical treatment of equines, which we also believe can be applied in
Prince George’s County:
-Educate owners to purchase and own responsibly, and
-Increase the ability of rescue/retirement facilities to care for unwanted horses.
We recommend the county work closely with the state on horse welfare issues and also
publicize the following information on the Prince George’s County web site under Animal Control, and on the Prince George’s County Equestrian Center’s web site:
 The Prince George’s County Council’s support of adherence to the American
Horse Council Welfare Code of Practicexvi to positively reinforce ethical
treatment of equines, and reward good horse stewardship. Suggested statement:
o Prince George’s County supports adherence to the American Horse
Council Welfare Code of Practice, supports education efforts for the
care and welfare of horses, encourages and rewards good horse
stewardship, and values its local horse rescue organizations’ contributions to the community.

 The Maryland Horse Council’s guide for horse owners to familiarize potential horse owners of the realities of horse ownership.xvii
o

So, You’re Interested In Owning a Horse?

 Information and education on unwanted and ethical treatment of equines in
Maryland, including standards of care, as compiled by Maryland’s largest
horse rescue organization, Days End Farm Horse Rescue.xviii
o

Horse Rescue Information.

 Information and easy access for county residents to familiarize themselves
with the stable licensing process, including a means to determine if a stable
is licensed, how to report an unlicensed stable, and minimum care for horses
in the state. This information will also assist those not familiar with horses
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to understand how to recognize horse problems and
what to do. Also includes a list of all licensed stables
in Prince George’s County.xix
Maryland Horse Industry Board Information
on Stable Licensing.

o

We believe an effort focused on education,
communication, and responsible horse ownership
would benefit not only the horse industry, but also
the citizens of our county. We also believe good
horse stewardship and recognition for those dedicated
Figure 7— Prince George’s County can lead the
to improving equine welfare in the county should be
way as the county known for taking care of its
highlighted. We consider our county’s efforts in takhorses. (Photo courtesy of Prince George’s
County Equine Industry Task Force)
ing care of our equine will enhance the position of
our county as a historical horse county and demonstrate our cultural heritage as a county that takes care
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