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2021 Redistricting Commission 
Virtual Meeting 

Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
Minutes 

 
   Members Present: 
   Rev. James J. Robinson, Chair 
   Dr. Charlene M. Dukes 
   David C. Harrington 

 
 Council Staff: 

Robert J. Williams, Jr. 
William M. Hunt 
Colette R. Gresham, Esq.  

  Raj A. Kumar, Esq. 
  Karen T. Zavakos, Esq. 
  Kathleen H. Canning, Esq. 
  Charlotte D. Aheart 

 
   Consultants & 
   Consultant’s Staff 
   Dr. Nathaniel Persily, Esq. 
   Zahavah Levine 

                      Rosalyn E. Pugh, Esq. 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

The initial meeting of the Redistricting Commission was virtually called to order at 3:35PM on Tuesday, March 
23, 2021, by the Redistricting Commission Chair, Rev. James J. Robinson. 
 

2. Opening Remarks 
Robert J. Williams, Jr., Council Administrator, welcomed the Redistricting Commission members to their 
first regular meeting and advised them generally about their mission. Chair Robinson and Mr. Williams 
facilitated introductions of Redistricting Commission members and staff.  
 

3. Introduction to Redistricting Commission  
Raj A. Kumar, Principal Counsel to the District Council and Lead Attorney for the Redistricting 
Commission provided an overview of the Prince George’s County redistricting law, including a historical 
perspective of the County’s 2011 Redistricting Plan and process. Mr. Kumar presented the 2021 
Redistricting Plan - Timelines; the Prince George’s County 2011 Redistricting Commission, September 
2011 Plan and Report; and CB-64-2011, the 2011 Redistricting Plan.    
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4. Presentation: “Redistricting Principles and Procedures: Prince George’s County (2021)” 
Dr. Nathaniel Persily, Professor, Stanford Law School, and consultant to the Redistricting Commission, 
presented on redistricting in 2021. His presentation focused on census data, geographic data, political data, 
and communities of interest. He spoke on the legal constraints and the paramount importance of one person, 
one vote. He elaborated on a number of non-partisan principles in redistricting. He focused on the County’s 
timeline and critical stages of the redistricting process in 2021. Most importantly, he commented on the late 
timing of the release of the census data and its unique impact on the redistricting process in 2021. 
 
Dr. Persily commented that the focus of the Redistricting Commission is to identify: (1) principles to govern 
the Redistricting Plan; (2) the role of the Redistricting Commission; and (3) the role of the public in the 
redistricting process.  
 
Dr. Persily’s presentation is incorporated in the March 23, 2021 Minutes. (See attached.) 
 
The Chairman questioned the methodology that will be used for preparation of the plan and report. 
 

5. Discussion Items 
Role of the Board of Election Data 
Dr. Persily indicated that the Redistricting Commission will decide about the use of Board of Election data 
in their Redistricting Plan. 
 
Public Engagement - Public Drawing of Redistricting Plans 
William M. Hunt inquired about the public’s drawing of individual redistricting plans which was discussed 
by Dr. Persily at his March 16, 2021 briefing to the County Council in which he discussed a mapping tool 
to create redistricting plans. Mr. Hunt asked Dr. Persily to explain the process in a more detailed manner.   
 
Dr. Persily spoke about the use of a mapping tool software to create individual redistricting plans and cited 
the experience of Lowell Massachusetts, where this modality was utilized. Dr. Persily provided a video 
demonstration on how the software works. 
 
The Commissioners discussed the mapping tool and Commissioner Harrington expressed concerns about 
utilizing the mapping tool for this redistricting cycle when census data is available so late in the process 
and the potential for causing false expectations. 
 
Redistricting of School District Boundaries 
Commissioner Harrington inquired as to whether the Redistricting Plan should also include the redistricting 
of school district boundaries. Commissioner Dukes offered considerations that the school population has a 
continual movement and asked about the legal authority to include the school district boundary redistricting 
with the County’s Redistricting Plan. Ms. Karen T. Zavakos provided that school district boundary 
redistricting is based on separate legal authority and that the County does not have the legal authority to 
revise school district boundaries. 
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6. Next Meeting 
The next meeting is a virtual meeting on Monday, April 5, 2021 at 3:00PM. 
 

7. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:47PM. 
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