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5. Mr. Gingles further stated that the dwelling had been positioned to the far west side of the
property ( one foot from the side yard) which does not meet the current side yard setback. He believed that 
the improvements to the property does not impair the Master Plan and the driveway is not out of character 
for the neighborhood. Exhs. 2 and 11. 

6. Ms. Carri Cowen stated that the property had been abandoned, is used as a dumping ground and 
was in a state of disrepair. She opined that obtaining an occupant for the dwelling would cease the dumping 
of trash on the property. She further stated that the exterior work included repaving the entire driveway in 
concrete. Exhs. 2 and 4(A) thru (M). 

7. Fairmont Heights approved the driveway extension. Exh. 16. 

Applicable Code Section and Authority 

Section 27-230 of the Zoning Ordinance authorizes the Board to grant variances when, by reason of 
exceptional narrowness, shallowness, shape, topography, or other extraordinary situation or condition of 
specific parcels of property, the strict application of the Zoning Ordinance would result in peculiar and 
unusual practical difficulties or an exceptional or undue hardship upon the owner of the property, provided 
such relief can be gran ted without substantial impairment of the intent, purpose and integrity of the General 
Plan or Master Plan. 

Findings of the Board 

After hearing all the testimony and reviewing the evidence of record, the Board finds that the 
requested variance complies with the applicable standards set forth in Section 27-230, more specifically: 

Due to the property being exceptionally narrow in shape, the pre-existence of an elongated driveway, 
the need for off-street parking, access to the rear entrance of the dwelling and the character of the 
neighborhood, granting the relief requested would not substantially impair the intent, purpose and integrity 
of the General Plan or Master Plan, and denying the request would result in a peculiar and unusual practical 
difficulty upon the owners of the property. 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, unanimously, that variances of 13 feet front yard depth, 4.9% net 
lot coverage and 7 feet side yard width in order to validate existing conditions (lot size, front yard depth and 
lot coverage) and obtain a building permit for the unauthorized construction of the driveway extension on the 
property located at 831 Eastern A venue, Capitol Heights, Prince George's County, Maryland, be and are 
hereby APPROVED. Approval of the variances is contingent upon development in compliance with the 
approved site plan, Exhibit 2. 
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